
 Introit   O come, o come, Emmanuel   arr. John Rutter
 Welcome and Opening Prayers   Revd Richard Carter

 Creator God, 
 Come to us, in the difference of every life gathered
 Come to us in song
 Come to us in word
 Come to us in stillness and silence
 Come to us in our care for one another
 Come to us in bread and wine
 Come to us in flesh and blood
 Reach out across time
 Be present in all time.  
All Amen.
All Come Jesus, be our guest,
 Stay with us for day is ending.
 With friend, with stranger,
 With young and old,
 With the lost and found
 Be among us tonight
 Our guest our host
 The one who says all – all are welcome here.
 Opening Hymn   
 1 Abide with me; fast falls the eventide:
 the darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide:
 when other helpers fail, and comforts flee,
 help of the helpless, O abide with me.
2 Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day;
 earth's joys grow dim, its glories pass away;
 change and decay in all around I see:
 O thou who changest not, abide with me.
3 I need thy presence every passing hour;
 what but thy grace can foil the tempter's power?
 Who, like thyself, my guide and stay can be?
 Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me.
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4 I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless;
 ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
 Where is death's sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
 I triumph still, if thou abide with me.
5 Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes;
 shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies;
 heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee;
 in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

 Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847)

Prayers of Forgiveness
 God longs to be with us. But we often live in alienation from God,  
 ourselves, one another and God’s creation. Therefore in the light of  
 Christ let us confess our sins.

Silence is kept.
Because the world is beautiful but beauty is easily destroyed, we 
need you.
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.
Because we often abandon you and turn away and walk past and are 
afraid and countless times betray you but you love us to the end and 
win a victory over all hatred, we need you.
Christ, have mercy.

All  Christ, have mercy.
Because we have your message to proclaim, because we have your 
kingdom to build, because there are so many in need of your love, 
because we have your life to live.
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy
 And Jesus said 'Your sins are forgiven'

In the name of the Father who created you and waits to welcome you 
home, in the name of the Son who searches for you, in the name of 
the Spirit who brings the healing of forgiveness and calls you to do 
the same, you have been set free.

All Amen.



 Words on the Edge   Matthew 14:22-33

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead 
to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had 
dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. 
When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, 
battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against 
them. And early in the morning he came walking towards them on the 
lake. But when the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were 
terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And they cried out in fear. But 
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do not 
be afraid.’

Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you 
on the water.’ He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat, started 
walking on the water, and came towards Jesus. But when he noticed 
the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he 
cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus immediately reached out his hand 
and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ 
When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat 
worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’

 Reflection   Trauma   Philippa Smethurst and Philip Robinson 

 Anthem   Christ had no body now but yours   David Ogden

 Prayers
 Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 Prayer of Concern
 Prayer of Hope 

Each prayer ends with ‘We pray to you’.

 Prayer Chant   Be still and know that I am God

 

 
 

 

Be still and know that I am God, and there is none be side- me. Be

 

still and know that I am God, and there is none be side- me.
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 Sharing of the Peace   

God of eternal peace, who offers the gift of peace and whose 
children are the peacemakers; pour your peace into our hearts, that 
conflict and anger may cease. Peace is the gift of the Risen Christ.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

All And also with you.
 Let us offer each other a sign of that peace.

 As the congregation sings, all are invited to gather around the altar

 Gathering Hymn  
1 Put peace into each other's hands
 and like a treasure hold it,
 protect it like a candle-flame,
 with tenderness enfold it.

2 Put peace into each other's hands
 with loving expectation;
 be gentle in your words and ways,
 in touch with God's creation.

3 Put peace into each other's hands
 like bread we break for sharing;
 look people warmly in the eye:
 our life is meant for caring.

4 As at communion, shape your hands
 into a waiting cradle;
 the gift of Christ receive, revere,
 united round the table.

5 Put Christ into each other's hands,
 he is love's deepest measure;
 in love make peace, give peace a chance
 and share it like a treasure.
 
 Fred Kaan (1929-2009) 



 The Eucharistic Prayer 
 The Lord be with you
All and also with you.
 Together we pray
All Bless the earth, heal the sick, let the oppressed go free, and fill  
 each one of us with your love from on high. Gather your people  
 from the ends of the earth to feast at your table with all your  
 saints.

 The Lord’s Prayer   
 Let us pray each in our own preferred language the prayer our Saviour  
 taught us:

All Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done,
 on earth as in heaven.
 Give us today our daily bread.
 Forgive us our sins
 as we forgive those who sin against us.
 Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
 now and for ever. 
 Amen.

 The Breaking of the Bread 
Look, Jesus Christ, the Bread of Heaven, is broken for the life of the 
world. The gifts of God for the people of God. 

All Jesus Bread of Life, Bread which is broken, Bread for the world.
 
 Communion Anthem   The Lord's my shepherd   Bob Chilcott

 Prayer after Communion
All  Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Word for us to speak, You are  
 the Truth for us to tell; You are the Light for us to light in the  
 darkness, You are the Bread of Life for us to share.

 Notices



 Thanksgiving Hymn    
1 Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
 Forgive our foolish ways;
 Reclothe us in our rightful mind;
 In purer lives thy service find,
 In deeper reverence, praise.

2 In simple trust like theirs who heard
 Beside the Syrian sea
 The gracious calling of the Lord,
 Let us, like them, without a word
 Rise up and follow thee.

3 O sabbath rest by Galilee!
 O calm of hills above,
 Where Jesus knelt to share with thee
 The silence of eternity,
 Interpreted by love!

4 With that deep hush subduing all
 Our words and works that drown
 The tender whisper of thy call,
 As noiseless let thy blessing fall
 As fell thy manna down.

5 Drop thy still dews of quietness,
 Till all our strivings cease;
 Take from our souls the strain and stress,
 And let our ordered lives confess
 The beauty of thy peace.

6 Breathe through the heats of our desire
 Thy coolness and thy balm;
 Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
 Speak through the earthquake, wind and fire,
 O still small voice of calm!

 John Greenleaf Whittier (1807–1892)



 Blessing
 Go simply, lightly, gently
 Go with obedience
 Go with love
 And the blessing of Almighty God,
 Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you now and forever.
All Amen.

 Blessing Anthem   Go peaceful, in gentleness   Paul Field
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If you have enjoyed this service and and would like to help us continue with 
this work, we would be grateful to receive donations towards the worshiping 

life of the church. You can give:

- by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10 (texts cost £10 plus one 
standard rate message),

- by tapping the contactless donation point in the porch on your way out,

- online at stmartininthefields.myiknowchurch.co.uk/giving.          

Thank you.


