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Welcome
Our welcomers are available to assist with any of the following information. 
Toilets are available: please ask a welcomer.
Welcome whether you are joining us today in our building or online. Our cameras 
focus on those who are leading our service, but if you are in the building and 
would like to ensure that you are not caught on camera, please sit outside the 
pillars on the south of the church (to the right as you enter).
Welcome if you are disabled, unwell, have experiences of dementia, physical, 
sensory or mental health issues, or are neurodivergent. The order of service is 
online. Large print copies are also available. The hearing loop works best on 
the south side of the church. Step-free access to church is via the ramp on the 
north side, and to the Crypt and Hall via lifts in the NW porch and Pavilion.
Welcome to babies, children and young people. We understand that young 
children make noise. If your baby becomes upset during the service, you are 
welcome to go to the back of church if needed to settle — or to our children's 
church room. We support breastfeeding in services; we also have a room 
allocated if preferred. We have a children's church group during the service. A 
youth group for teenagers meets fortnightly on Sundays at 3.30pm.
Welcome to anyone in need of safeguarding. If you would like to reach our 
safeguarding team, you can email safeguarding@smitf.org.
Welcome to all heritages and experiences of race, culture and language. At 
the Lord’s Prayer all are invited to bring the gift of our preferred language to 
our worship. Our 1.30pm is in Cantonese: our welcomers are happy to help 
where they can if you are new to English. You are also very welcome if you are 
LGBTQIA+.
Welcome if you are agnostic or are from a faith tradition other than Christianity. 
Welcome if you are wary of faith. Welcome if you’re exploring. Welcome if you 
are here to support someone else. If you would like to explore what you believe 
in a friendly and non-judgemental group, our Being With courses run throughout 
the year online and in the building. Email beingwith@smitf.org for more details.
You are welcome to share our meal with God. When we come to Holy 
Communion, we receive bread in the form of a wafer, then wine from a common 
cup. Non-alcoholic wine and gluten-free wafers are available in the south aisle. 
If you need to receive in your seat, please let a welcomer know and ministers will 
come to you. If you do not want to or cannot receive bread or wine for whatever 
reason you are welcome to let the priest know you would like to receive a 
simple prayer for blessing, or to stay in your seat. We welcome your ideas and 
help for us to become a more welcoming community. 

We are glad you are here.



 The Gathering
 Welcome

 Silence is kept.

 The Greeting
 The Lord be with you.  
All And also with you.

We acknowledge God's presence drawing each of us into one body
as we gather on site and online.

 Visit us Lord, by your Holy Spirit.
All  Though in many places, we are united as one body.
 Though from many backgrounds, we share one hope.

 Opening Hymn 
1 O for a thousand tongues to sing
 my dear redeemer's praise,
 the glories of my God and king,
 the triumphs of his grace.
2 Jesus, the name that charms our fears,
 that bids our sorrows cease;
 'tis music in the sinner's ears,
 'tis life, and health, and peace.
3 He breaks the power of cancelled sin,
 he sets the prisoner free;
 his blood can make the foulest clean,
 his blood availed for me.

4 He speaks; and, listening to his voice,
 new life the dead receive;
 the mournful, broken hearts rejoice;
 the humble poor believe.
5 My gracious master and my God,
 assist me to proclaim
 and spread through all the earth abroad
 the honours of thy name.

Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
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 Please sit.

 Introduction   Revd Peterson Feital 
Baptism is the end of the old life we live for ourselves, and the 
beginning of the new life we live with God. When Moses led the 
children of Israel out of Egypt, God parted the sea and led them to 
freedom. All that held them in slavery was left behind. Christ’s death 
on Good Friday echoes the Israelites’ descent into the sea. In raising 
Jesus from the tomb, the Holy Spirit brings him out of the sea, taking 
him beyond sin and death. When we are baptised, God brings these 
stories to life in us. God takes away the power of all that oppresses 
us, and we are born again in the Spirit. We are made members of 
Christ’s body, that we may share his sufferings and inherit his glory. 
We begin a life of service, to God, one another and the good creation. 
We join a new family, everlasting and universal: the communion of 
saints.

 Prayer
All Father God, in your love you have called us to know you, led us 

to trust you, and bound our life with yours. Surround us with 
your love; protect us from evil; fill us with your Holy Spirit; and 
restore us in the family of your Church; that we may walk in the 
way of Christ and grow in the knowledge of your love. Amen.

 The parents and godparents gather at the legilium.

 Presentation
Faith is the Holy Spirit’s gift to the people of God. Will you, God’s 
people, welcome Darcy Amelia Almond and uphold her in her new 
life in Christ?    

All With God’s help, we will.
Parents and godparents, will you pray for Darcy Amelia Almond, 
draw her into the community of faith, help her take her place in the 
life and worship of the Church, and walk with her in the way of Christ?    

 With God’s help, we will.
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 Making Our Decision to Follow Christ
 To the parents and godparents 

Baptism means turning from the despair of sin to the hope of Christ. 
I now ask you three times if you are resolved to turn from death to 
life.

 Do you turn to Christ as Saviour, Lord and Friend?
 I turn to Christ.

 Do you repent of all your sins?
 I repent of all my sins.

 Do you renounce evil?
 I renounce evil.

 Please stand.

The Baptism party goes to the font during the chant. Children and 
other members of the congregation are invited to join them.

 Baptism Chant   Take, O take me as I am   John L. Bell
Take, O take me as I am; summon out what I shall be; set your seal upon my heart 
and live in me.

John L. Bell (b. 1949)

 Renewing the Outward Sign of Inward Faith   
We thank you, gracious God, for your gifts of water and the Holy 
Spirit. We thank you that, through the waters of the Red Sea, you led 
your people out of slavery to freedom in the Promised Land. We 
thank you that out of death you raised your Son to glorious life. Send 
your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this water, that as we recall our 
burial with Christ in baptism, we may share with the saints in his 
resurrection to new life; that, having been born again of water and the 
Holy Spirit, we may remain forever in the number of your faithful 
children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

 To the parents and godparents and to the whole congregation
Now I ask you to make the profession of Christian faith into which we 
are baptised, and in which we live and grow.

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and 
life, the one for whom we exist?

All I believe and trust in God the Father.
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Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again?

All I believe and trust in God the Son.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the 
people of God, and makes Christ known in the world?

All I believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit.
 This is the faith of the Church.
All This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son  
 and Holy Spirit.

Darcy Amelia Almond, for you Jesus Christ came into the world. For 
you he lived and showed God’s love. For you he suffered the darkness 
of Calvary, and cried at the last, ‘It is accomplished’. For you he 
triumphed over death, and rose to new life. For you he reigns at 
God’s right hand. All this he did to be with you, though you do not 
know it yet.

 Baptism
Darcy Amelia Almond, I baptise you in the name of the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

 Signing
The minister makes the sign of the cross on the candidate for baptism 
with holy oil. 

Christ claims you for his own. Receive the sign of the cross.

The minister invites the parents and godparents to sign the candidate 
with the cross.

All the leaders of God’s people, prophets, priests and kings, were 
anointed at the start of their ministry. Jesus also, who was Israel’s 
prophet, priest and king, was baptised by John at the start of his 
ministry. This is the start of a new ministry. Darcy Amelia Almond, we 
anoint you with holy oil, making the sign of the cross, the seal of 
salvation. 

All Teach us, Lord, to serve you as you deserve; to give, and not to  
 count the cost; to fight, and not to heed the wounds; to toil, and  
 not to seek for rest; to labour, and not to ask for any reward,  
 save that of knowing that we do your will. Amen.     

A Prayer of St Ignatius Loyola
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 Welcome
There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism: Darcy Amelia Almond, by 
one Spirit we are all baptised into one body. 

All We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We are members together
 of the body of Christ; we are children of the same heavenly  
 Father; we are inheritors together of the realm of God. We  
 welcome you.

 Giving of Light
God has delivered from the shadows of night into the realm of glorious 
day. You have received the light of Christ; walk in this light all the 
days of your life. 

All Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God the Father.

 Children gather at the north east door during the following anthem to  
 go to Children's Church.

 Baptism Chant    Take, O take me as I am   John L. Bell    

 Please stand and turn to face the Gospel in the centre aisle.

 The Liturgy of the Word
 Gospel Reading   John 11: 32-44
 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
All Glory to you, O Lord. 

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his 
feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 
came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and 
deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, 
‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See 
how he loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened 
the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a 
cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the 
stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already 
there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ Jesus 
said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the 
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glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked 
upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew 
that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the 
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’ 
When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come 
out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips 
of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind 
him, and let him go.’

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Please sit after the opening prayer.

 Sermon   Revd Richard Carter

 Anthem   Litany to the Holy Spirit   Hurford
In the hour of my distress, when temptations me opress, and when I my sins confess, 
sweet Spirit, comfort me. When I lie within my bed, sick in heart and sick in head, and 
with doubts discomfited, sweet Spirit comfort me. When the house doth sigh and 
weep, and the world is drowned with sleep, yet mine eyes the watch do keep, sweet 
Spirit, comfort me. 

Robert Herrick (1591-1674)

Please remain seated or kneel. 

 Prayers of Intercession   led by Susannah Woodd
 The response to the prayers is:
 God of love,
All hear our prayer.
 And, at the end:
 Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
 our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

 Please stand.
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 The Liturgy of the Sacrament
 The Peace 
 The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.
 Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

 All may exchange a sign of peace.

 A collection will be taken for the work of this church during the  
 following hymn. You are welcome to donate using:

- cash in the collection bags filling in a Gift Aid envelope if applicable
- select amount and tap the card machines brought by the stewards
- by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10 (texts cost £10  
  plus one standard rate message). 
- by scanning the QR code to the right with your phone

 Offertory Hymn 

1 All for Jesus, all for Jesus,
 this our song shall ever be;
 for we have no hope, nor Saviour,
 if we have not hope in thee.
2 All for Jesus, thou wilt give us 
 strength to serve thee, hour by hour;
 none can move us from thy presence
 while we trust thy love and power. 
3 All for Jesus, at thine altar
 thou wilt give us sweet content;
 there, dear Lord, we shall receive thee
 in the solemn sacrament.
4 All for Jesus, thou hast loved us;
 all for Jesus, thou hast died;
 all for Jesus, thou art with us;
 all for Jesus crucified.

A musical interlude may be played on the organ before the final verse is sung

continued...

7



5 All for Jesus, all for Jesus, 
 this the church's song must be,
 till, at last, we all are gathered
 one in love and one in three. 
 W. J. Sparrow-Simpson (1859-1952)

 Preparation of the Table 
 Taking of the Bread and Wine 

The table is prepared and bread and wine are received from the 
congregation and placed upon it. The financial gifts of the people are 
gathered and presented with the following prayer: 
To you we come, Father of lights with angels and saints, where 
heaven and earth unite.  May Jesus meet us in the breaking of bread.

All Amen.

 Eucharistic Prayer 
 The Lord be with you
All and also with you.
 Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.

Creating and redeeming God, in Adam, Abraham and Moses, in 
Deborah, Esther, and Mary, you have chosen not simply to direct the 
course of events but to be in relationship with us and to entrust your 
children with the embodiment and exercise of your will. In the dying 
and rising Christ you give us not just a saviour but an example, and 
in every generation you call people to imitate the pattern of his life 
and death and so witness to your glory. You call us to be not heroes 
that go it alone but saints whose every breath depends on others and 
on you. We rejoice that those saints take their place in the company 
of heaven, with whom we join in singing the unending hymn of your 
joy and praise. 

Sanctus and Benedictus   sung by the choir

8



Transforming God, in this gathering you take the fruit of the vine and 
human hands and make them a blessing for your people now and 
forever. As our earthly bodies decay and die, and resemble your 
Son’s body taken down from the cross, send your Spirit and remake 
us in the image of your Son’s resurrected body, that our scars may 
become signs of your glory and our hearts may be one with yours.  
Sanctify this bread and cup that they may be for us the body and 
blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  Who, at supper with his disciples, 
took bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to them, 
saying, ‘Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.’  After supper he took the cup.  Again he gave 
you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Drink this, all of you: 
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.’  
 Great is the mystery of faith. 

All  Christ has died: 
 Christ is risen: 
 Christ will come again.

Resurrecting God, bless those who mourn, that they may be 
comforted. Bless the poor in spirit, that they may inherit the kingdom 
of heaven. Bless the pure in heart, that they may see you. Visit those 
who face death amid persecution and violence, that they may know 
the gladness and rejoicing of your kingdom.  Be close to any who end 
their days in agony and isolation, that they may enter the joy of their 
reward.  Where your children feel all is lost, meet them in their fear, 
touch them in their loneliness, and raise them by your mercy, so that 
on the last day, when you bring a new heaven and a new earth, they 
may discover you as an infinite circle whose centre is everywhere 
and whose circumference is nowhere, and be changed from glory 
into glory, with and by you, one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

All Amen.

 Please sit or kneel.
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 Lord's Prayer 
 As our Saviour taught us, so we pray, each in our own preferred  
 language.

All Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done,
 on earth as in heaven.
 Give us today our daily bread.
 Forgive us our sins
 as we forgive those who sin against us.
 Lead us not into temptation
 but deliver us from evil.
 For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours
 now and for ever.  
 Amen.

 Breaking of the Bread 
 The body of Christ, broken for the life of the world.
All  Lord, unite us in this sign.

 Agnus Dei   sung by the choir

 Giving of Communion 
Behold the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are all those who are called to his supper.

All Lord I am not worthy to receive you but only say the word and I  
 shall be healed.

Communicant members of all Christian Churches are invited to 
receive Holy Communion. Bread and wine are available in the central 
aisle and both side aisles. Gluten-free bread and non-alcoholic wine 
are available in the south aisle upon request from the assistant. If you 
wish to receive communion in your seat, do let a steward know.
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Communion Anthem   For the beauty of the earth   John Rutter
For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies, for the love which from our 
birth over and around us lies: Lord of all, to thee we raise this our joyful hymn of 
praise. For the beauty of each hour of the day and of the night, hill and vale, and tree 
and flower, sun and moon and stars of light: Lord of all... For the joy of human love, 
brother sister, parent, child, friends on earth, and friends above, for all gentle thoughts 
and mild: Lord of all... For each perfect gift of thine to our race so freely given, graces 
human and divine, flow'rs of earth and buds of heav'n: Lord of all...

F. S. Pierpoint (1835-1917)

 Silence is kept. 

 Prayer after Communion 
God, the source of all holiness and giver of all good things: may we 
who have shared at this table as strangers and pilgrims here on earth 
be welcomed with all your saints to the heavenly feast on the day of 
your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

 The Dismissal
 Notices

 Please stand. 

 Blessing
God give us grace to follow the saints in faith and hope and love.  
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.

All Amen.

 Thanksgiving Hymn 
1 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord.
 Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice;
 tender to me the promise of his word;
 in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice.

continued...
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2 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name.
 Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done;
 his mercy sure, from age to age the same;
 his holy Name, the Lord, the mighty one.
3 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might.
 Powers and dominions lay their glory by.
 Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight,
 the hungry fed, the humble lifted high.
4 Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word.
 Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.
 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
 to children's children and for evermore!
 Timothy Dudley-Smith (1926-2024) from Luke 1: 46-55

 Dismissal
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
All In the name of Christ.   

 Organ Voluntary   Organ Sonata in A minor (I)   J.S. Bach

 Prayers for healing are available at the altar rail after the service.
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