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Welcome

Our welcomers are available to assist with any of the following information.
Toilets are available: please ask a welcomer.

Welcome whether you are joining us today in our building or online. Our cameras
focus on those who are leading our service, but if you are in the building and
would like to ensure that you are not caught on camera, please sit outside the
pillars on the south of the church (to the right as you enter).

Welcome if you are disabled, unwell, have experiences of dementia, physical,
sensory or mental health issues, or are neurodivergent. The order of service is
online. Large print copies are also available. The hearing loop works best on
the south side of the church. Step-free access to church is via the ramp on the
north side, and to the Crypt and Hall via lifts in the NW porch and Pavilion.

Welcome to babies, children and young people. We understand that young
children make noise. If your baby becomes upset during the service, you are
welcome to go to the back of church if needed to settle — or to our children's
church room. We support breastfeeding in services; we also have a room
allocated if preferred. We have a children's church group during the service. A
youth group for teenagers meets fortnightly on Sundays at 3.30pm.

Welcome to anyone in need of safeguarding. If you would like to reach our
safeguarding team, you can email safeguarding@smitf.org.

Welcome to all heritages and experiences of race, culture and language. At
the Lord’s Prayer all are invited to bring the qift of our preferred language to
our worship. Our 1.30pm is in Cantonese: our welcomers are happy to help
where they can if you are new to English. You are also very welcome if you are
LGBTQIA+.

Welcome if you are agnostic or are from a faith tradition other than Christianity.
Welcome if you are wary of faith. Welcome if you’re exploring. Welcome if you
are here to support someone else. If you would like to explore what you believe
in a friendly and non-judgemental group, our Being With courses run throughout
the year online and in the building. Email beingwith@smitf.org for more details.

You are welcome to share our meal with God. When we come to Holy
Communion, we receive bread in the form of a wafer, then wine from a common
cup. Non-alcoholic wine and gluten-free wafers are available in the south aisle.
If you need to receive in your seat, please let a welcomer know and ministers will
come to you. If you do not want to or cannot receive bread or wine for whatever
reason you are welcome to let the priest know you would like to receive a
simple prayer for blessing, or to stay in your seat. We welcome your ideas and
help for us to become a more welcoming community.

We are glad you are here.
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The Gathering

Welcome
Silence is kept.

The Greeting

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

We acknowledge God's presence drawing each of us into one body

as we gather on site and online.

Visit us Lord, by your Holy Spirit.

Though in many places, we are united as one body.

Though from many backgrounds, we share one hope.

Opening Hymn

God is here. As we his people
meet to offer praise and prayer,
may we find in fuller measure
what it is in Christ we share.
Here, as in the world around us,
all our varied skills and arts
wait the coming of his Spirit
into open minds and hearts.

Here are symbols to remind us
of our lifelong need of grace;
here are table, font and pulpit;

here the cross has central place.

Here in honesty of preaching,
here in silence, as in speech,

here, in newness and renewal,
God the Spirit comes to each.

continued...
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Here our children find a welcome
in the Shepherd's flock and fold,
here as bread and wine are taken,
Christ sustains us as of old.

Here the servants of the Servant
seek in worship to explore

what it means in daily living

to believe and to adore.

Lord of all, of Church and Kingdom,
in an age of change and doubt,
keep us faithful to the gospel,

help us work your purpose out.
Here, in this day's dedication,

sll we have to give, receive:

ee, who cannot live without you,

ee adore you, we believe.

Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000)

Please sit or kneel.

Confession

Let us confess our sins to the God who knows us better than we
know ourselves and loves us beyond our deserving or desiring.

Silence is kept.

You offer us new life, but we fail to trust in you.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

The choir sings Kyrie eleison.

You show us a vision of your kingdom but we quickly turn away as we
try to build our own.

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

The choir sings Christe eleison.

You promise always to be with us yet we are quick to desert or give
up when the struggles come.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
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The choir sings Kyrie eleison.

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon
you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strength-
en you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Children gather at the north east door during the Gloria to go to
Children's Church.

Please stand.

Gloria in Excelsis see overleaf

Collect

Almighty God, you have made us for yourself, and our hearts are
restless till they find their rest in you: pour your love into our hearts
and draw us to yourself, and so bring us at last to your heavenly city
where we shall see you face to face; through Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Please sit.

The Liturgy of the Word

First Reading Proverbs 31: 10-end read by Eugene Ling

A capable wife who can find? She is far more precious than jewels.
The heart of her husband trusts in her, and he will have no lack of
gain. She does him good, and not harm, all the days of her life. She
seeks wool and flax, and works with willing hands. She is like the
ships of the merchant, she brings her food from far away. She rises
while it is still night and provides food for her household and tasks for
her servant-girls. She considers a field and buys it; with the fruit of
her hands she plants a vineyard. She girds herself with strength, and
makes her arms strong. She perceives that her merchandise is
profitable. Her lamp does not go out at night. She puts her hands to
the distaff, and her hands hold the spindle. She opens her hand to
3
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the poor, and reaches out her hands to the needy. She is not afraid
for her household when it snows, for all her household are clothed in
crimson. She makes herself coverings; her clothing is fine linen and
purple. Her husband is known in the city gates, taking his seat among
the elders of the land. She makes linen garments and sells them; she
supplies the merchant with sashes. Strength and dignity are her
clothing, and she laughs at the time to come. She opens her mouth
with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.She
looks well to the ways of her household, and does not eat the bread
of idleness. Her children rise up and call her happy; her husband too,
and he praises her: ‘Many women have done excellently, but you
surpass them all.” Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman
who fears the Lord is to be praised. Give her a share in the fruit of
her hands, and let her works praise her in the city gates.

Hear the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading James 3: 13—4: 3, 7-8a read by Lois Howarth

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life
that your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. But if you
have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful
and false to the truth. Such wisdom does not come down from above,
but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and selfish
ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind.
But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality
or hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for
those who make peace.

Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from?
Do they not come from your cravings that are at war within you? You
want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you
covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and
conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do
not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get
on your pleasures.

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse
your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

Hear the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Please stand and turn to face the Gospel in the centre aisle.

Gospel Hymn

O thou who camest from above
the fire celestial to impart,
kindle a flame of sacred love
on the mean altar of my heart.

There let it for thy glory burn

with inextinguishable blaze,

and trembling to its source return,
in humble prayer and fervent praise.

Jesus, confirm my heart's desire
to work, and speak, and think for thee;
still let me guard the holy fire,
and still stir up the gift in me.
continued after Gospel reading

Gospel Reading Mark 9: 30-37

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not
want anyone to know it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to
them, ‘The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they
will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.’ But
they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask
him.

Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he
asked them, ‘What were you arguing about on the way?’ But they
were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about
who was the greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, and said to
them, ‘Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.’
Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his
arms, he said to them, ‘Whoever welcomes one such child in my
name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me
but the one who sent me.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Hymn continued

Ready for all thy perfect will,

my acts of faith and love repeat,
till death thy endless mercies seal,
and make the sacrifice complete.

Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

Please sit after the opening prayer.
Sermon Revd Dr Sam Wells

Anthem Think of how God loves you James MacMillan

Think of how God loves you! He calls you his own children, and that is what you are.
You have put on Christ; in him you have been baptised. Alleluia!
Baptismal song, 1 John 3: 1 and from the baptismal rite

Please stand.

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead and buried.

He descended into hell;

the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Ghost;

the holy catholic Church;

the communion of saints;

the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen.
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Please sit or kneel.

Prayers of Intercession led by Jeff Claxton

The response to the prayers is:
God of love,
hear our prayer.

And, at the end

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Please stand.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All may exchange a sign of peace.

A collection will be taken for the work of this church during the

following hymn. You are welcome to donate using:

- cash in the collection bags filling in a Gift Aid envelope if applicable
- select amount and tap the card machines brought by the stewards
- by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10 (texts cost £10

plus one standard rate message).

- by scanning the QR code to the right with your phone

Offertory Hymn

My song is love unknown,
my Saviour's love to me,
love to the loveless shown,
that they might lovely be.
O who am |,

that for my sake

my Lord should take

frail flesh, and die?

continued...



2 He came from his blest throne,
salvation to bestow,
but such disdain, so few
the longed-for Christ would know.
But O, my Friend,
my Friend indeed,
who at my need
his life did spend.

3 Sometimes they strew his way,
and his sweet praises sing;
resounding all the day
hosannas to their King.

Then 'Crucify!'

is all their breath,
and for his death
they thirst and cry.

4 They rise, and needs will have
my dear Lord made away;
a murderer they save,
the Prince of Life they slay.
Yet cheerful he
to suffering goes,
that he his foes
from thence might free.

5 In life, no house, no home
my Lord on earth might have;
in death, no friendly tomb
but what a stranger gave.
What may | say?

Heaven was his home;
but mine the tomb
wherein he lay.

A musical interlude may be played on the organ before the final verse is sung

continued...



6 Here might | stay and sing:
no story so divine;
never was love, dear King,
never was grief like thine.
This is my Friend,
in whose sweet praise
| all my days
could gladly spend.

Samuel Crossman (c. 1624-1683)

Preparation of the Table
Taking of the Bread and Wine

The table is prepared and bread and wine are received from the
congregation and placed upon it. The financial gifts of the people are
gathered and presented with the following prayer:

Make us hungry for your bread of life
All  Thirsty for your cup of salvation

Grateful for the gifts you give us
All  And ready for an outpouring of your Spirit.

Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
All  and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
All  We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All 1t is right to give thanks and praise.

God of good fruits, it is right to give you thanks and praise, because
you place your life in our hands, that we may share it and enjoy it. In
your Son Jesus you set a little child among us, and embodied your
promises to your chosen people. In his betrayal and crucifixion we
see the cost of your entrusting your very self to us; and the still-
scarred hands of his resurrection reveal how deep and irresistible is
your love. In his ascension on high we rejoice to see him raised up
to glory and seated at your right hand. And so we join with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven, singing the hymn of
your eternal glory.

10
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Wisdom from above, despite all we have done to you, still in this holy
meal when we stretch out our hands you fill them with your life and
love. Send your Spirit upon your people, that hands which have
received such precious things may be made holy in faith and service.
By that same Spirit, sanctify this bread and this cup that they may be
for us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. Who, at supper
with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread, and
gave it to them, saying, ‘Take, eat: this is my body which is given for
you; do this in remembrance of me.’ After supper he took the cup.
Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Drink
this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of me.’

Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died:

Christ is risen:

Christ will come again.

Joy-giving God, make your people worthy of your trust. Open our
hearts to the poor, and stretch out our hands to the needy. Open our
mouths with gentleness born of wisdom, and put the teaching of
kindness on our tongues. Give us a share in the fruit of your hands,
that all the world may praise the wonders of your grace. Give your
church the trust and confidence to be last of all and servant of all;
until that day when you welcome the last to be the first and draw your
children with all creation near to your heart, making all things new,
ever one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Amen.
11



Please sit or kneel.

Lord's Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray, each in our own preferred
language.

All  Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in
one bread.

All
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Giving of Communion

Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. Eat and
drink in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him in your
hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

Communicant members of all Christian Churches are invited to
receive Holy Communion. Bread and wine are available in the central
aisle and both side aisles. Gluten-free bread and non-alcoholic wine
are available in the south aisle upon request from the assistant. If you
wish to receive communion in your seat, do let a steward know.

Communion Anthem Christus factus est Bruckner

Christus factus est pro nobis obediens usque ad mortem, mortem autem crucis.
Propter quod et Deus exultavit illum, et dedit illi nomen, quod est super omne nomen.
And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him,
and given him a name which is above every name.

Phillipians 2: 8-9

Silence is kept.

Prayer after Communion

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow
us, and make us continually to be given to all good works;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Dismissal
Notices

Please stand.

Blessing

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus
Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

13



All

Thanksgiving Hymn

Thy hand, O God, has guided

thy flock, from age to age;

their wondrous tale is written,

full clear, on every page;

our forebears owned thy goodness,
and we their deeds record;

and both of this bear witness;

one Church, one faith, one Lord.

Thy heralds brought glad tidings
to greatest, as to least;

they bade them rise, and hasten
to share the great King's feast;
and this was all their teaching,
in every deed and word,

to all alike proclaiming

one Church, one faith, one Lord.

And we, shall we be faithless?
Shall hearts fail, hands hang down?
Shall we evade the conflict,

and cast away our crown?

Not so: in God's deep counsels
some better thing is stored;

we will maintain, unflinching,

one Church, one faith, one Lord.

Thy mercy will not fail us,

nor leave thy work undone;

with thy right hand to help us,
thy victory shall be won;

and then, by all creation,

thy name shall be adored,

and this shall be our anthem:
one Church, one faith, one Lord.

Edward Hayes Plumptre (1821-1891)

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

14



Blessing Anthem The Lord bless you and keep you John Rutter

The Lord bless you and keep you: the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you, and give

you peace. Amen.
Numbers 6.24-26

Organ Voluntary Dialogue from Sonata No.1 Becker

Prayers for healing are available at the altar rail after the service.

15
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