
 Introit   Hear my prayer   Moses Hogan

 Welcome and Opening Prayers   Revd Janet Allan
 Creator God, 
 Come to us, in the difference of every life gathered
 Come to us in song
 Come to us in word
 Come to us in stillness and silence
 Come to us in our care for one another
 Come to us in bread and wine
 Come to us in flesh and blood
 Reach out across time
 Be present in all time.  
All Amen.
All Come Jesus, be our guest,
 Stay with us for day is ending.
 With friend, with stranger,
 With young and old,
 With the lost and found
 Be among us tonight
 Our guest our host
 The one who says all – all are welcome here.
 Opening Hymn    
1 Father, hear the prayer we offer:
 not for ease that prayer shall be,
 but for strength that we may ever
 live our lives courageously.
2 Not for ever in green pastures
 do we ask our way to be;
 but the steep and rugged pathway
 may we tread rejoicingly.
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3 Not for ever by still waters
 would we idly rest and stay;
 but would smite the living fountains
 from the rocks along our way.
4 Be our strength in hours of weakness,
 in our wanderings be our guide;
 through endeavour, failure, danger,
 Father, be thou at our side.
 Love Maria Willis (1824-1908)

Prayers of Forgiveness
 God longs to be with us. But we often live in alienation from God,  
 ourselves, one another and God’s creation. Therefore in the light of  
 Christ let us confess our sins.

Silence is kept.

Because the world is beautiful but beauty is easily destroyed, we 
need you.
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.
Because we often abandon you and turn away and walk past and are 
afraid and countless times betray you but you love us to the end and 
win a victory over all hatred, we need you.
Christ, have mercy.

All  Christ, have mercy.
Because we have your message to proclaim, because we have your 
kingdom to build, because there are so many in need of your love, 
because we have your life to live.
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.
 And Jesus said 'Your sins are forgiven'

In the name of the Father who created you and waits to welcome you 
home, in the name of the Son who searches for you, in the name of 
the Spirit who brings the healing of forgiveness and calls you to do 
the same, you have been set free.

All Amen.



 Words on the Edge   Genesis 11: 1-9

Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. And as 
they migrated from the east, they came upon a plain in the land of 
Shinar and settled there. And they said to one another, ‘Come, let us 
make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.’ And they had brick for stone, 
and bitumen for mortar. Then they said, ‘Come, let us build ourselves 
a city, and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a 
name for ourselves; otherwise we shall be scattered abroad upon the 
face of the whole earth.’ The Lord came down to see the city and the 
tower, which mortals had built. And the Lord said, ‘Look, they are one 
people, and they have all one language; and this is only the beginning 
of what they will do; nothing that they propose to do will now be 
impossible for them. Come, let us go down, and confuse their 
language there, so that they will not understand one another’s 
speech.’ So the Lord scattered them abroad from there over the face 
of all the earth, and they left off building the city. Therefore it was 
called Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of all the 
earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad over the face 
of all the earth.

Reflection   Revd Angela Sheard

 Anthem    The Lord's Prayer   Bob Chilcott

 Prayers
 Prayer of Thanksgiving
 Prayer of Concern
 Prayer of Hope   

 Each prayer ends with 'We pray to you'

 Prayer Chant   O Lord, hear my prayer



 Sharing of the Peace   
God of eternal peace, who offers the gift of peace and whose 
children are the peacemakers; pour your peace into our hearts, that 
conflict and anger may cease. Peace is the gift of the Risen Christ.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

All And also with you.
 Let us offer each other a sign of that peace.

 As the congregation sings, all are invited to gather around the altar.

 Gathering Hymn  
1 As the deer pants for the water,
 so my soul longs after you.
 You alone are my heart's desire
 and I long to worship you.
 You alone are my strength, my shield,
 to you alone may my spirit yield.
 You alone are my heart's desire
 and I long to worship you.

2 I want you more than gold or silver,
 only you can satisfy.
 You alone are the real joy-giver
 and the apple of my eye.
 Chorus

3 You're my Friend and You're my Brother,
 even though you are a king.
 I love you more than any other,
 so much more than anything.
 Chorus

 Martin Nystrom (b. 1956)

 The Eucharistic Prayer 
 The Lord be with you
All and also with you.
 Together we pray
All Bless the earth, heal the sick, let the oppressed go free, and fill  
 each one of us with your love from on high. Gather your people  
 from the ends of the earth to feast at your table with all your  
 saints.



 The Lord’s Prayer   
 Let us pray each in our own preferred language the prayer our Saviour  
 taught us:
All Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done,
 on earth as in heaven.
 Give us today our daily bread.
 Forgive us our sins
 as we forgive those who sin against us.
 Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
 now and for ever. 
 Amen.

 The Breaking of the Bread 
Look, Jesus Christ, the Bread of Heaven, is broken for the life of the 
world. The gifts of God for the people of God. 

All Jesus Bread of Life, Bread which is broken, Bread for the world.
 
 Communion Anthem   Hear our prayer   Tanya Riches

 Prayer after Communion
All  Lord Jesus Christ, You are the Word for us to speak, You are  
 the Truth for us to tell; You are the Light for us to light in the  
 darkness, You are the Bread of Life for us to share.

 Notices

 Thanksgiving Hymn    
1 Take my life, and let it be
 consecrated, Lord, to thee;
 take my moments and my days,
 let them flow in ceaseless praise.
2 Take my hands, and let them move
 at the impulse of thy love;
 take my feet, and let them be
 swift and beautiful for thee.
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3 Take my voice, and let me sing
 always, only, for my King;
 take my lips, and let them be
 filled with messages from thee.
4 Take my silver and my gold,
 not a mite would I withhold;
 take my intellect, and use
 every power as thou shalt choose.
5 Take my will, and make it thine;
 it shall be no longer mine;
 take my heart—it is thine own;
 it shall be thy royal throne.
6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour
 at thy feet its treasure-store;
 take myself, and I will be
 ever, only, all for thee.
 Frances Ridley Havergal (1836–1879)

 Blessing
 Go simply, lightly, gently
 Go with obedience
 Go with love
 And the blessing of Almighty God,
 Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you now and forever.
All Amen.

 Blessing Anthem   St Richard's Prayer   Joanna Forbes L'Estrange
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If you have enjoyed this service and and would like to help us continue with 
this work, we would be grateful to receive donations towards the worshiping 

life of the church. You can give:

- by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10 (texts cost £10 plus one 
standard rate message),

- by tapping the contactless donation point in the porch on your way out,

- online at stmartininthefields.myiknowchurch.co.uk/giving.          

Thank you.


