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Welcome
Our welcomers are available to assist with any of the following access information. 
Toilet access is available, please ask a welcomer.
Welcome whether you are joining us today in our building or online. Our cameras 
focus on those who are leading our service, but if you are in the building and 
would like to ensure that you are not caught on camera, please sit beyond the 
pillars on the south of the church (to the right as you enter).
Welcome if you are disabled, unwell, have experiences of dementia, physical, 
sensory, cognitive or mental health issues, or are neurodivergent. The order of 
service is online or large print copies are available. The hearing loop works best 
on the south side of the church. Step-free access to church is via the ramp on 
the north side, and to the Crypt and Hall via lifts in the NW porch and Pavilion. 
Welcome to babies, children and young people. We understand that young 
children make noise. If your baby becomes upset during the service, you are 
welcome to go to the back of church if needed to settle — or to our children's 
church room. We support breastfeeding in services; we also have a room 
allocated if preferred. We have a children's church group during the service and 
a fortnightly youth group for teenagers on Sundays at 3.30pm
Welcome to anyone with a need of safeguarding. If you would like to reach our 
safeguarding team, you can email safeguarding@smitf.org
Welcome to all experiences of race, culture and language. At the Lord’s Prayer 
all are invited to bring the gift of our first language to our worship. Our 1.30pm is 
in Cantonese: our welcomers are happy to help where they can if you are new 
to English. You are also very welcome if you are LGBTQIA+.
Welcome if you are agnostic or are from a faith tradition different from Christianity. 
Welcome if you are wary of faith. Welcome if you’re exploring. Welcome if 
you are here to support someone else. If you would like to explore what you 
believe in a friendly and non-judgemental group, our Being With Courses run 
throughout the year online and in the building. Email being-with@smitf.org for 
more details.
You are welcome to share our meal with God. When we come to Holy 
Communion, we receive bread in the form of a wafer, then wine from a common 
cup. Non-alcoholic wine and gluten-free wafers are available in the south 
aisle. If you need to receive in your seat please let a welcomer know and the 
ministers will come to you. If you do not want to or cannot receive bread or wine 
for whatever reason you are welcome to let the priest know you would like to 
receive a simple prayer for blessing, or to stay in your seat. We welcome your 
ideas and help for us to become a more welcoming community.

We are glad you are here.



 The Gathering
 Welcome

 Silence is kept.

 The Greeting
 The Lord be with you.  
All And also with you.

We acknowledge God's presence drawing each of us into one body
as we gather on site and online.

 Visit us Lord, by your Holy Spirit.
All  Though in many places, we are united as one body.
 Though from many backgrounds, we share one hope.

 Opening Hymn 
1 Let us build a house where love can dwell 
 and all can safely live,
 a place where saints and children tell
 how hearts learn to forgive.
 Built of hopes and dreams and visions,
 rock of faith and vault of grace;
 here the love of Christ shall end divisions:
 all are welcome, all are welcome, 
 all are welcome in this place.

2 Let us build a house where prophets speak, 
 and words are strong and true,
 where all God’s children dare to seek 
 to dream God’s reign anew.
 Here the cross shall stand as witness 
 and as symbol of God’s grace;
 here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:
 Chorus

continued...

1



3 Let us build a house where all are named,
 their songs and visions heard
 and loved and treasured, taught and claimed
 as words within the Word.
 Built of tears and cries and laughter,
 prayers of faith and songs of grace,
 let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 
 all are welcome, all are welcome, 
 all are welcome in this place.

 Marty Haugen (b. 1950)

 Please sit or kneel. 

 Confession
Let us confess our sins to the God who knows our hearts and longs 
to embrace us and restore us to life.

 Silence is kept.
 We are hungry but have looked for food in the wrong places.
 Lord, have mercy.
All Lord, have mercy. 
 The choir sings Kyrie eleison.
 We have turned our hunger into greed. 
 Christ, have mercy.
All Christ, have mercy. 
 The choir sings Christe eleison.
 We have found good food but kept it to ourselves. 
 Lord, have mercy.
All Lord, have mercy.
 The choir sings Kyrie eleison.

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon 
you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen 
you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.

All Amen.

Children gather at the north east door during the Gloria to go to 
Children's Church.
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 Please stand.

 Gloria in Excelsis   
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 Collect
Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we beseech you to direct, sanctify 
and govern both our hearts and bodies in the ways of your laws and 
the works of your commandments; that through your most mighty 
protection, both here and ever, we may be preserved in body and 
soul; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

All Amen. 

 Please sit.

 The Liturgy of the Word 

 First Reading   2 Samuel 7: 1-14a   read by Mel Adams
Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given 
him rest from all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet 
Nathan, ‘See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God 
stays in a tent.’ Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all that you have in 
mind; for the Lord is with you.’
But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell 
my servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me 
a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought 
up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving 
about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about 
among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of 
the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my 
people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house of cedar?’ 
Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the 
Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep 
to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever 
you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I 
will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of 
the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant 
them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no 
more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the 
time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you 
rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that 
the Lord will make you a house. When your days are fulfilled and you 
lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you, 
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who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 
He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of 
his kingdom for ever. I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son 
to me. When he commits iniquity, I will punish him with a rod such as 
mortals use, with blows inflicted by human beings.

 Hear the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God.

 Second Reading   Ephesians 2: 11-end   read by Matt Frost
So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called ‘the 
uncircumcision’ by those who are called ‘the circumcision’—a physical 
circumcision made in the flesh by human hands—remember that you 
were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth 
of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope 
and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once 
were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he is 
our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has 
broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. He 
has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, so 
that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, 
thus making peace, and might reconcile both groups to God in one 
body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. 
So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace 
to those who were near; for through him both of us have access in 
one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and 
aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the 
household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the 
whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling-
place for God.

 Hear the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God.

 Please stand and turn to face the Gospel in the centre aisle.
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 Gospel Hymn   
1 Make me a channel of your peace.
 Where there is hatred, let me bring your love.
 Where there is injury your pardon, Lord,
 and where there's doubt, true faith in you.
 O Master, grant that I may never seek
 so much to be consoled as to console,
 to be understood as to understand,
 to be loved, as to love with all my soul.

2 Make me a channel of your peace.
 Where there's despair in life, let me bring hope.
 Where there is darkness, let me bring your light;
 and where there's sadness, ever joy.
 Refrain
 continued after Gospel reading

 Gospel Reading   Mark 6: 30-34, 53-end
 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
All Glory to you, O Lord. 

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had 
done and taught. He said to them, ‘Come away to a deserted place 
all by yourselves and rest a while.’ For many were coming and going, 
and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the boat 
to a deserted place by themselves. Now many saw them going and 
recognised them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns 
and arrived ahead of them. As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; 
and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.
When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and 
moored the boat. When they got out of the boat, people at once 
recognised him, and rushed about that whole region and began to 
bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. And wherever 
he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the 
market-places, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe 
of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed.

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 
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 Hymn   continued
3 Make me a channel of your peace.
 It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
 in giving of ourselves that we receive,
 and in dying that we're born to eternal life.
 Sebastian Temple (1928-1997) from a prayer attributed to St Francis of Assisi (1182-1226)

 Please sit after the opening prayer.

 Sermon   Revd Dr Sam Wells

 Anthem   How lovely is thy dwelling place   Brahms
How lovely is thy dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! For my soul, it longeth, yea fainteth 
for the courts of the Lord. My soul and body crieth out, yea for the living God. O blest 
are they that dwell in thy house: they praise thy name evermore.

Wie lieblich sind deine Wohnungen, Psalm 84, from German Requiem

Please stand.

Apostles’ Creed
All I believe in God

the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead and buried.
He descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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Please sit or kneel.

 Prayers of Intercession   led by Fiona MacMillan
 The response to the prayers is:
 God of love,
All hear our prayer.
 And, at the end:
 Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers
 for the sake of your Son,
 our Saviour Jesus Christ.
 Amen.

 Please stand.

 The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.
 Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

 All may exchange a sign of peace.

 A collection will be taken for the work of this church during the  
 following hymn. You are welcome to donate using:

- cash in the collection bags filling in a Gift Aid envelope if applicable
- select amount and tap the card machines brought by the stewards
- by texting COLLECTION to 70450 to donate £10 (texts cost £10  
  plus one standard rate message). 
- by scanning the QR code to the right with your phone

 Offertory Hymn 
1 The King of love my shepherd is,
 whose goodness faileth never;
 I nothing lack if I am his
 and he is mine for ever.
2 Where streams of living water flow
 my ransomed soul he leadeth,
 and where the verdant pastures grow
 with food celestial feedeth. continued...

8



3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
 but yet in love he sought me,
 and on his shoulder gently laid,
 and home rejoicing brought me.
4 In death's dark vale I fear no ill
 with thee, dear Lord, beside me;
 thy rod and staff my comfort still,
 thy cross before to guide me.
5 Thou spread'st a table in my sight;
 thy unction grace bestoweth;
 and O what transport of delight
 from thy pure chalice floweth!
A musical interlude may be played on the organ before the final verse is sung

6 And so through all the length of days
 thy goodness faileth never:
 good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
 within thy house for ever.
 Henry Williams Baker (1821-1877)

 Preparation of the Table 
 Taking of the Bread and Wine 

The table is prepared and bread and wine are received from the 
congregation and placed upon it. The financial gifts of the people are 
gathered and presented with the following prayer: 
Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,the glory, the splendour, and 
the majesty; for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.

All    All things come from you, and of your own do we give you.

 Eucharistic Prayer 
 The Lord be with you
All and also with you.
 Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.
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Father of mercy, we give you thanks and praise because we who 
once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. He 
is our peace; in his flesh he has broken down the dividing wall of 
hostility between Jew and Gentile and between you and us. He has 
created in himself one new humanity and reconciled us to you in one 
body through the cross. So we gladly thank you no longer as strangers 
and aliens, but as citizens with the saints and members of your 
household, proclaiming with the company of heaven the praise of 
your glory.

God of peace, you brought again from the dead your Son Jesus 
Christ, and made in him a holy temple where we could be one with 
you: send your Spirit upon your people that we may be built together 
into your dwelling place. As you promised your children that you 
would build a house to abide with them, sanctify this bread and this 
cup that they may be for us a dwelling place for your Son, the body 
and blood of Christ Jesus our Lord. Who, at supper with his disciples, 
took bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to them, 
saying, ‘Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.’ After supper he took the cup. Again he gave 
you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Drink this, all of you: 
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.’
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 Great is the mystery of faith. 
All  Christ has died: 
 Christ is risen: 
 Christ will come again.

Resurrecting and restoring God, your Son had compassion on the 
crowd, for they were like sheep without a shepherd. As he made the 
journey across the lake to be with your people in their distress, so you 
sent him to be incarnate among us and share our human struggle. 
Bless all who long to touch the fringe of his cloak today. Comfort any 
who are at sea in body, mind, or spirit. Visit those who rely on others 
for their very life. Strengthen your servants who need to retreat to a 
deserted place all by themselves and rest a while. Cherish your 
children who have crossed over the lake to be with you, and give 
hope to those who stand fearfully on the shore; until the day when 
healing becomes salvation, and salvation becomes your company, 
and your company is the fullness of joy, ever one God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 

All Amen.

 Please sit or kneel.

 Lord's Prayer 
 As our Saviour taught us, so we pray, each in our own preferred  
 language.
All Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come, your will be done,
 on earth as in heaven.
 Give us today our daily bread.
 Forgive us our sins
 as we forgive those who sin against us.
 Lead us not into temptation
 but deliver us from evil.
 For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours
 now and for ever.  Amen.

 Breaking of the Bread 
The body of Christ, broken for the life of the world 

All  Lord, unite us in this sign. 
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  Agnus Dei   

 Giving of Communion 
Heart of God’s own heart, whatever befall.

All God’s lifeblood is poured out to be with us.

Communicant members of all Christian Churches are invited to 
receive Holy Communion. Bread and wine are available in the central 
aisle and both side aisles. When receiving the cup you are welcome 
to take the chalice, to have the assistant pour the chalice, or to intinct 
by dipping the bread into the chalice, being careful not to let your 
fingers touch the wine. Gluten-free bread and non-alcoholic wine are 
available in the south aisle. If you wish to receive communion in your 
seat, do let a steward know.

 Communion Anthem   Lord, make us instruments of thy peace   
Shaw

Lord, make us instruments of thy peace. Lord, where there is injury, pardon; where 
there is discord union; where there is doubt, faith; despair, hope; where there is dark-
ness, light; where there is sadness, joy; for thy mercy, and for thy truth's sake. Amen. 

Prayer of St Francis of Assisi (1182-1226)

 Silence is kept.

 Prayer after Communion
All Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were  
 still far off you met us in your Son and brought us home. Dying  
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 and living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the  
 gate of glory. May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;  
 we who drink his cup bring life to others; we whom the Spirit  
 lights give light to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you have  
 set before us, so we and all your children shall be free, and the  
 whole earth live to praise your name; through Christ our Lord.  
 Amen.

 The Dismissal
 Notices

 Please stand.

 Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.

All Amen.

 Thanksgiving Hymn 
1 The Church's one foundation
 is Jesus Christ her Lord;
 she is his new creation
 by water and the word:
 from heaven he came and sought her
 to be his holy Bride;
 with his own blood he bought her
 and for her life he died.
2 Elect from every nation,
 yet one o'er all the earth,
 her charter of salvation
 one Lord, one faith, one birth;
 one holy name she blesses,
 partakes one holy food,
 and to one hope she presses
 with every grace endued. continued...
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3 'Mid toil and tribulation,
 and tumult of her war,
 she waits the consummation
 of peace for evermore;
 till with the vision glorious
 her longing eyes are blest,
 and the great church victorious
 shall be the church at rest.
4 Yet she on earth hath union
 with God the Three in One,
 and mystic sweet communion
 with those whose rest is won:
 O happy ones and holy!
 Lord, give us grace that we,
 like them, the meek and lowly,
 on high may dwell with thee.

Samuel John Stone (1839-1900)

 Dismissal
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ. Amen.  

 Blessing Anthem   Peace I leave with you   Beach
Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you. Not as the world giveth give I unto 
you. Let not your heart be troubled.

Unknown

 Organ Voluntary   

 Prayers for healing are available at the altar rail after the service.
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